
MAYOR JERRY TOLLEY 

 

Jerry Tolley came to the Town of Elon College, now Elon, in 1967. He was employed by Elon 
College, now Elon University, for 31 years. Through the years, he has served Elon University in 
many capacities, including head football coach, as well as other administrative positions. He also 
served Laboratory Corporation of America for 12 years as an Associate Vice-President of Training 
and also as Associate Vice-President of Community and Government Affairs. 

In 1980, Tolley began his service to the Town of Elon when he was appointed to Elon’s newly 
formed Appearance Commission. Three years later, he ran for and was elected to the Town’s 
Board of Alderman where he served for six years, finishing the final two years as the Mayor Pro-
Tem. 

In 1989, he was elected to his first term as Mayor and served the Town for eight years in that 
capacity. After his second four-year term as Mayor, he decided not to seek a third term. 

In 2000, the then Elon’s Mayor Emeritus, was appointed to the newly formed Parks and 
Recreation Commission where he served as chair. Under his leadership, the Commission planned 
for and completed the “Beth Schmidt Park”. Today the park boasts the largest playground in the 
area with 92 components of which 67 are special-needs accessible, as well as the county’s first 
dog park. Among other amenities, the park has picnic areas and walking trails. 

In 2005, Tolley again ran for Mayor and was elected to his third term. Tolley is now serving in his 
sixth term as Mayor of Elon. 

In all, as of 2019, Mayor Tolley has served the Town of Elon for 36 years as a member of the 
Appearance Commission for 3 years, as Board of Alderman for 6 years, first term as Mayor for 8 
years, as chairman of the Parks and Recreation Commission for 5 years, and now again as Mayor 
for the past 14 years. 

During his almost 4 decades of service to the Town, one of the things he is most proud of is that 
the Town has been recognizes, as recently as 2019, as the number one safest city as well as the 
8th best city to live in North Carolina. The Town, also in recent years has been recognized as one 
of the safest college towns in the United States. 

 


